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The mission of the 

Minnesota Prescribed 

Fire Council is to 

promote and expand the 

safe and beneficial  

use of prescribed fire.

MISSION



V I S I O N : 
We envision a culture where 
prescribed fire is valued, 
accessible, and applied across 
all fire-dependent landscapes 
in Minnesota, regardless of 
ownership or agency affiliation.

V A L U E S : 
Collaboration – We accomplish 
more together. 

Innovation – We approach 
challenges in new and creative ways; 
challenges should not be addressed 
solely using the same kind of 
thinking that created them.

Inclusion – We welcome diverse 
knowledge, experience, and cultures.

Community – We grow together 
through the exchange of ideas, 
expertise, and place-based knowledge.

Service – We are an organization led 
by a volunteer coalition of the willing.

Relationships – We sustain fire-
dependent lands and communities 
that sustain us.

Access - We make beneficial fire 
available to current and future 
generations.

G O A L S : 
Build a community of prescribed 
fire practitioners that prioritizes 
relationship building, the transfer 
of diverse knowledge, and 
meaningful collaboration.

Advocate for policies, legislation, 
and other changes that create a 
supportive regulatory and liability 
environment for beneficial  
fire implementation.

Ensure accessible training for 
prescribed fire.

Grow awareness and support for 
beneficial fire in MN through 
education and outreach.

Support on-the-ground 
implementation of beneficial fire.

Grow Minnesota Prescribed  
Fire Council brand and 
administrative capacity.
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Mike Lynch, 2024 MNPFC Chair,  
Forest Stewards Guild

Lane Johnson, 2024 MNPFC Vice Chair, 
University of Minnesota Cloquet  
Forestry Center

Jason Andersen, 2024 MNPFC Secretary, 
Pheasants Forever

Gloria Erickson, Dovetail Partners

Mark Plantz, MNPFC Steering Committee, 
Native Resource Preservation LLC

Jack McGowan-Stinski, MNPFC Steering 
Committee, Lake States Fire Science 
Consortium

Zach Peterson, MNPFC Steering Committee, 
Three Rivers Park District

Mary Jo Youngbauer, Chisago County SWCD

Seth Kaduce, MNPFC Steering Committee, 
Native Resource Preservation LLC

Matt Graeve, MNPFC Steering Committee, 
The Nature Conservancy

Abby Colehour, Long Tom Watershed  
Council (MN resident)

Jim Wilson, MNPFC Steering Committee,  
MN Department of Natural Resources 
(Forestry Division)

Kes Ebbs, The Nature Conservancy

Eli Sagor, MNPFC Steering Committee, 
University of Minnesota Extension

Bob Bale, MNPFC Steering Committee,  
The Nature Conservancy

Erik Koehler, The Prairie Enthusiasts 
(volunteer)

Nancy Braker, Carleton College

Neil Slifka, MN Department of Natural 
Resources (Parks and Trails Division)

Dan MacSwain, Washington County  
Public Works

Andrew Chandler, Metropolitan Airport 
Commission, MN DNR Smokechaser

A B O U T : 
The MNPFC July 2024 Strategic 
Planning Session was held July 
16th, 2024 at Hyland Park Reserve, 
Three Rivers Park District. 

Thank you to the Fire Learning 
Network (FLN) for supporting  
and guiding this consensus- 
building process. 

F A C I L I TAT O R S :
Emily Hohman,  
Fire Learning Network

Laurel Kays,  
Fire Learning Network

P A R T I C I P A N T S : 
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